Cedars in Edinburgh / Lothians 


Download Latest Version « All Sheets 
Cedrus species covered : Deodar, Atlas and Lebanon. 


Useful page refs : Stace ed 3 p47 e Collins Tree Guide p90 « Conifers of the British Isles 
(Mitchell) p60 (PDF 66) « Dallimore & Jackson ed 1 p174 (PDF 210) & ed 4 p139 ¢ Field Guide to 
the Trees of Britain & N Europe (Mitchell) p116. 


Overview : There are several types of Cedar found in the region. They’re quite similar, and how 
you assess them depends on their age. Large trees might have no foliage to reach and you have to 
use tree form or wait for a storm to bring some pieces down. Smaller trees are more likely to have 
foliage, but some youthful aspects may be obscure. It is normally said that the translucent needle 
tips of the short leaves most consistently differentiate Lebanon (0.2mm abrupt) from Atlas (0.5mm 
tapered) but looking at many in the Edinburgh Botanic Gardens where the needles are often within 
reach on well-labelled trees didn’t bear this out, so | have excluded the tips from the pictures until 
| look again. Sources give contradictory needles per rosette which I|’ll examine and add in. 
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Deodar Cedar - Very long singular leaves (to 5cm) draping down in streams are clear from a 
distance (use a zoom if needed) and a bent leader; cone 8-14 cm, seed 17 mm - Cedrus deodara 
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Cedar of Lebanon - The large flat plates of older trees are clear from a distance, whilst the larger 
(compared to Atlas) singular leaves are also distinctive; younger bark dark; cone 8-10(15) cm, seed 
15-18 mm, wing 25 mm. Often on older estates, golf-courses etc. - Cedrus libani 
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Info 
Updated : 2019-12-18 - please check you have the latest version! 


Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 
Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 


All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


